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Temperatures averaged about eight

degrees above normal over the Panhandle

lowering to around three degrees above

normal over the east.,, Precipitation

ranged from less than a tenth of an inch

in the Panhandle up to about a half inch

in parts of eastern Nebraska.

GENERAL

Last week's warmer temperatures and

mostly sunny skies should help push along

crop development. The maturing process

was slowed during August due to unseason-

ably cool weather. Although isolated

showers were heavy in some areas last

week, fieldwork pushed ahead. Farmers

were busy cutting hay and preparing ground

for wheat with some seeding occurring.

Irrigation activities were beginning to

wind down. Dry bean harvest in the

Panhandle was getting underway with some

test cutting completed. Harvest activ-

ities should be in full swing in a week to

ten days. The number of days suitable for

fieldwork averaged 5.8.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 22%

short, 76% adequate and 2% surplus.

Subsoil moisture condition rated 20% short

and 80% adequate. A year ago, topsoil

moisture rated 88% short and 12% adequate.

Subsoll supplies were 62% short and 38%

adequate.

the irrigated and non-irrigated crop

remained in the good or excellent catego-

ries. Corn in the dough stage moved

forward to 94%, compared to 90% last year

and 85% average. Denting had occurred on

40% of the acreage, equal to last year and

average. One percent of the corn was

considered mature compared to 0% last year

and 2% average.

So_bean condition rated 6% fair, 79%

good and 15% excellent. Virtually all

plants were setting pods, compared to 94%

last year and 100% average. Leaves were

turning color on 9% of the acreage, ahead

of 6% last year but behind the 10% aver-

age.

Sorghum condition rated 8% fair, 78%

good and 14% excellent. Virtually all the

sorghum was headed, compared to 92% last

year and 100% average. Twenty percent of

the sorghum was coloring, behind 30% last

year and 40% average. No sorghum was

considered ripe, compared to none last

year and 1% average.

Winter wheat seeding was just getting

started at 1% complete compared to 3% last

year and 2% average. Most seeding was in

the Panhandle.

Alfalfa condition rated mostly good

with 70% of the third cutting complete,

compared to 55% last year and 70% average.

LIVESTOCK

CROPS

Nebraska's total corn crop had a

condition rating of 2% fair, 71% good and

27% excellent. Ninety-eight percent of

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

mostly adequate to short. Grazing pros-

pects have improved except in dry western

areas where the decision some ranchers

face is to buy hay or sell cattle.

Precipitation, April 1 - August 30,.1985

NW NC NE CEN EC ' SW SC SE

Total past week ........... 02 .24 .42 .41 .18 .12 .49 .54

Total since April 1 ...... 8.93 14.63 18.67 16.85 19.01 12.43 18.55 19.61

Normal since April 1 ..... 12.35 14.58 17.21 15.91 18.56 13.54 16.34 19.70
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